Necessary but not sufficient: a comparison of surveillance definitions of Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea.
In this article, we describe our comparison of the Cleveland Clinic surveillance definition of Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea and the definition mandated by the Ohio Department of Health. We found the definitions to be concordant only 71% of the time; the Ohio Department of Health definition identified 278 of the 391 cases identified by the Cleveland Clinic definition. Surveillance definitions mandated by the Ohio Department of Health overrepresented the number of cases attributable to nosocomial transmission at our institution.